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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES 


By CHARLES E. ODEGAARD 


The American Council of Learned Societies is a national 
federation of learned societies organized in 1919 to encourage 
studies in the humanities in America. Through the nearly 40,000 
members of its twenty-three constituent societies it is associated 
with a very large proportion of those who are actively engaged in 
research and teaching in the humanities and social sciences. 

The scientific knowledge which man has gained has not yet 
given him control over his destiny. He still has to find ways to 
endure that which he cannot control, and in so far as he is free 
to control the forces of nature or to influence his fellow man, he 
must determine the ends toward which he will strive. It is the 
role of the humanist to give man a larger understanding of the 
possibilities that lie before him by cultivating knowledge of 
what past generations have said and done. The humanist can 
thus enlarge the experience of the present generation by bringing 
to his contemporaries an awareness of the stamina of the human 
spirit, of the directions in which the human mind can move, andof 
the creative accomplishment of which man is capable as revealed 
in studies of man’s handiwork, the “‘humanities’’: archaeology, 
history in all its aspects, cultural anthropology, linguistics, 
literature and philology, history and criticism of the visual arts, 
musicology, aesthetics, philosophy and comparative religions. 
Frequently humanists may be found among students of the estab- 
lished disciplines of the social and natural sciences in the person 
of those individuals who not only analyze contemporaneous social 
phenomena in scientific and experimental terms but also deal with 


historical, artistic, and philosophical aspects of human culture 
and man’s experience. 


It is the purpose of the ACLS to find ways to encourage hu- 
manistic inquiry in whatever conventional fields of learning it 
may be applicable, and to consider particularly the interrelation- 


ships among the fields., |t is altogether proper that among the 
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constituent societies whose joint interests the ACLS represents 
there should be, in addition to those societies whose interests 
are primarily humanistic, some whose interests are primarily in — 
the natural and social sciences and only secondarily humanistic. 
It is the humanistic and the social sciences whose interests are 
most likely to converge. The ACLS, by agreement with the Social 
Science Research Council, does not operate directly in the fields 
of the social sciences, but it does cooperate and participate in 
activities which fall into the broad borderland between the human- 
ities and the social sciences. 

The officers, Board of Directors, and Executive Offices of the 
ACLS constitute the center of a planning organization which 
reaches out through the Council’s delegates and members-at-large 
and its committees to obtain the advice and assistance of com- 
petent experts in support of the Council’s humanistic program. 

During the three decades ofits existence, the ACLS has engaged 
in many types of activity. From time to time the particular pro- 
jects and services have varied according to need or interest and 
availability of specialized personnel or resources, but certain 
basic types have persisted. These are briefly indicated in the 
following pages. 


THE PERSONNEL PROBLEM 


No art or discipline can be expected to develop in knowledge 
and skill and to contribute progressively to human betterment and 
understanding if it does not constantly recruit from one generation 
to the next practitioners of the highest order of intelligence who 
have had the best possible training. One aspect of the critical 
state of the humanities in contemporary life is a manpower shortage. 
It has not been possible to attract to the humanities in America 
an adequate number of superior scholars capable of making the 
present generation well-informed concerning the experience of man 
in other times and inotherareas. It has not been easy to provide 
Superior opportunities for training even for those of great ability 
who wished to undertake humanistic studies. 

In an effort to meet, at least in part, the training portion of this 
problem the ACLS, except during the war years, has maintained 
and is maintaining a fellowship program designed not to compete 
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with the usual university fellowships but to supplement them by 
offering to very superior students opportunities for predoctoral and 
postdoctoral study not normally available to them. The ACLS has 
also endeavored to persuade institutions to broaden the scope of 
their activities by making places for scholars in special fields 
not previously a part of the curriculum. In this effort the ACLS 
has met over the years with some measure of success. 

Despite the efforts ofthe ACLS andother agencies, the personnel 
problem in the humanities is growing in magnitude and complexity. 
It is clear that a blight is upon us in that the men who are needed 
are not available. This disease must be analyzed before intel- 
ligent cures can be undertaken. The ACLS acknowledges a re- 
sponsibility to the humanities to undertake an even larger service 
in analyzing personnel problems than has been possible in the 
past and it is endeavoring to develop the means ultimately to 
perform this service. 


GRANTS IN AID OF RESEARCH 


Scholars engaged in research in the humanities receive their 
principal financial support from colleges, universities, museums, 
and libraries, |but for the prosecution of their research they fre- 
quently incur Additional expenses which their institutions do not 
and perhaps cannot meet. These expenses, whether for necessary 
travel or the procurement of material and individual services, are 
often so large that the individual scholar cannot achieve his ob- 
jective without financial assistance. The ACLS has long recog- 
nized the practical necessity of securing funds with which to 
assist investigations by individual scholars, and has maintained 
as vigorous a program of assistance as possible, although funds 
for this purpose have been inadequate and occasionally wanting. 
Research in the humanities, or in any other field of inquiry, for 
that matter, cannot prosper without such assistance, and the 
ACLS is determined to continue to seek funds for this purpose. 


ASSISTANCE TO PUBLICATION 


One of the ironies of the scholarly and scientific world is that 
a man may struggle through arduous years of training and acquire, 
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by dint of great perseverance, the highest competence in his 
specialty. He may ultimately prepare the result of his work for 
release to his fellow man, and then find that it cannot be dis- 
tributed because of the high cost of publishing what may be in 
the nature of things a small edition. 

Well-written, interpretative works covering a broad scope are 
certainly to be received with rejoicing and may sell in consider- 
able numbers, but they are inevitably based on many books which 
are more specialized in character, restricted in clientele, and 
often expensive to produce because of illustrations, reproduc- 
tions, or diagrams essential to the text. Since such fundamental 
works are often uneconomical, they cannot be published without 
assistance. 

In the past the ACLS has alleviated this condition in some 
measure by procuring funds for subsidies for the publication of 
superior works. Unfortunately at a time when rising costs of 
printing and publishing make larger and larger subsidies neces- 
sary, funds for this purpose have ceased to be available. 

The ACLS has recently embarked upon another approach to the 
publishing problem. It is undertaking to bring to scholars, uni- 
versity administrators, and publishers of scholarly works informa- 
tion as to procedures and methods which may reduce the costs of 
publication. From time to time more specific information con- 
cerning these matters will be presented in these pages. With 
increased technical and professional knowledge at its disposal, 
the ACLS will be in a better position to indicate the remaining 
needs of the scholarly world for financial assistance to publica- 
tion. The ACLS has every desire to resume a program of grants 
in aid of publication and is now in a position to make certain that 
such subsidies would be based on economical procedures. 


PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 


In the course of its thirty-year experience, ‘‘planning and de- 
velopment’ has assumed a somewhat special meaning in ACLS 
parlance. The work subsumed under this phrase is one of hy 
most important and significant types of ACLS activity, though at 
any given time it is associated with a feeling of dissatisfaction. 
This is as it should be. Planning and development work starts 
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from the realization of the existence of an area of ignorance which 
needs to be filled, from awareness of a deficiency in the existing 
scheme of things which needs to be corrected. The analysis of 
the nature of the problem and the determination of means for its 
solution, if it is of any size and importance, generally call for 
consultation among experts and not infrequently a considerable 
period of study before a line of action can be visualized. The 
ACLS, endeavoring to be sensitive to such needs and to provide 
means for meeting them, has sponsored and supported through the 
years innumerable gatherings where experts come together for the 
common consideration of problems. These gatherings may be 
large-scale conferences, the occasional meetings of exploratory 
committees, or the regular sessions of standing committees. At 
any one moment, in such a gathering, one tends to see only the 
things which yet remain undone. It is only when the succession 
of planning and development activities is seen in detail that one 
can measure the contribution which the ACLS has made through 
its planning and development work to the progress of the human- 
ities. In some cases the consequences of consultation among 
experts appear in changed individual performance. In such cases 
the results, however substantial, may not be revealed as clearly 
associated with the ACLS. In other cases, to take a notable 
example, the field of Far Eastern studies, there has emerged a 
continuous flow of suggestions, plans, and training and research 
projects, in the implementation of which the ACLS itself has had 
to take an active responsibility. In such a case the major role 
of the ACLS in the writing of a new chapter in humanistic activity 
in the United States is obvious. 


ACLS SPONSORED RESEARCH PROJECTS 


Planning and development activity may highlight particular 
needs or reveal lines of research or humanistic activity which 
individual scholars may pursue on their own initiative. Indeed, 
the larger part of research and writing in the humanities normally 
consists of the work of individual scholars. Beyond opportunities 
for consultation with other scholars in planning committee ses- 
sions, these scholars in many cases need no further help from the 
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When scholars consult with one another, however, they frequently 
find that their individual efforts, whether in new or in well- 
established fields of inquiry, are discouraged by the lack of 
certain tools which, if provided, would facilitate their work in 
many directions. Though the tool needed ultimately may be pro- 
duced through the work of one individual, its actual initiation 
usually calls for some kindof collective action and some measure 
of financial assistance. The ACLS frequently sponsors the 
creation of such tools. In a particular case the resultant tool 
may be one which is much needed at the time and which facili- 
tates a considerable measure of significant research, only to 
become out-dated by its own hand. In other cases the tool may 
continue to render effective service over a long period of time. 

In discussions among scholars, there sometimes emerge pro- 
posals for research projects which require varying degrees of 
collaboration with the resulting need of coordination and supervi- 
sion. Such projects inevitably require financing. At this juncture 
the ACLS may enter the scene as the sponsor, if expert opinion 
concludes that the project is significant and valuable and one 
which cannot readily be managed by other existing agencies. 
The relationship of the ACLS to a sponsored project is the same 
as that of a university to a sponsored project. The difference 
lies in the types of projects which the sponsoring agency is 
equipped to handle. Universities generally have a limited number 
of highly specialized persons in any particular field, and this 
fact makes it more difficult for them to manage projects which 
call forthe combined efforts of a large number of scholars. There 
are extreme cases where virtually everyone in the country of a 
high order of competence in any particular specialty must be 
called upon to collaborate toward a common end. The ACLS, 
supported by a national network among scholars of the human- 
ities, is peculiarly suited to manage programs which require this 
broad kind of collaboration. It secures the assistance of experts 
who may be located in very diverse parts of the country for direct 
management of, or work on, the program. It also provides fiscal 
services and general supervision. Some of these projects 
sponsored by the ACLS have required the assistance of a host of 
scholars, such as the Dictionary of American Biography, or the 
Intensive Language Program which was conducted for the Army, 
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and which resulted in the production of materials for the rapid 
learning of little known or inadequately known languages. In its 
Russian Translation Program and Russian Reprint Series, designed 
to increase our knowledge of the Russians, their ways of thinking 
and their behavior, the ACLS is utilizing not only the small 
number of Slavic scholars in academic and research positions in 
the United States but also competent laymen whose assistance it 
has fortunately obtained. 


INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL EXCHANGE 


The ACLS also participates in humanistic projects which re- 
quire international collaboration among scholars. It was in fact 
the need of an American agency to represent American scholarship 
alongside the academies of other countries which led in 1919 to 
the creation of the ACLS to serve as the American affiliate of 
the International Union of Academies (UAI). In past years the 
ACLS has served to varying degrees as sponsor for UAI projects. 
With the cessaticn of the war the UAI has resumed its annual 
meetings in Brussels, to which the ACLS sends delegates. 

Siuce the UAI has a prominent place within the framework of 
the recently established International Council on Philosophy and 
Humanistic Studies to which UNESCO is turning for assistance, 
the ACLS hasthe opportunity and the responsibility to participate 
in a substantial, if indirect, way in the work of this Council. 

In an advisory capacity the ACLS serves the U. S. National 
Commission of UNESCO and the cultural relations section of 
Military Government in Germany. 


REPRESENTATION FOR THE HUMANITIES 


There is need in our national life for an agency which is 
competent to speak for the humanities in America, to declare the 
contributions which the humanities can make to human life, and to 
voice the needs of the humanities if they are to make this con- 
tribution. The ACLS recognizes its responsibility to exercise a 
general watchfulness over the humanities and to labor for their 
improvement. 
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One of the obvious trends of our time is the increasing activity 
of the Federal Government of the United States in cultural, edu- 
cational, and research affairs. Government agencies frequently 
need advice concerning policies or actions which have a profound 
effect on the status of humanistic studies. They have shown a 
willingness to consult the ACLS or to listen to the ACLS when 
it speaks for the humanities. The ACLS must continue to pre- 
serve its independent status with reference to the Government, 
but at the same time it must make available to the Government, 
the advice of humanists on professional matters. 

Scholars in the humanities share many interests in common with 
scholars working in the fields of the natural sciences, social 
sciences, and educational administration. Satisfactory solutions 
for problems affecting one group often apply equally well to the 
others. Healthy collaboration between these groupsis a necessity, 
and is encouraged through the Conference Board of Associated 
Research Councils, in which the ACLS is joined in partnership 
with the National Research Council, the Social Science Research 
Council, and the American Council on Education. Government 
agencies have been quick to recognize the competence of the Con- 
ference Board in judging matters which concern the entire range 
of research activity, as for example recommending the selection 
of professors and advanced research scholars for awards under 
the Fulbright Act. 

The strength of the ACLS lies ultimately in the support given 
by humanists throughout the country. It must help them pursue 
their worthy aims, and they must bring to its attention the larger 
problems which can be solved only by common action. Through 
delegates from the constituent societies, the Board of Directors, 
the members of standing committees, the participants in sponsored 
programs, and the members of the executive staff, the ACLS must 
continue and enlarge its network of communications through the 
scholarly world. In a country as large as the United States, 
regional meetings among humanists serve a very useful purpose 
in encouraging the exchange of ideas and information. The ACLS 
insists upon the need of maintaining a national framework for the 
encouragement of the humanities, but aids regional activity when 
sufficient initiative and planning are provided at the regional 
level, as for example by the Pacific Coast Committee for the 
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Humanities, the Southern Humanities Conference, and conferences 
on the humanities in the Rocky Mountain area. 

Even as the ACLS reaches into humanistic circles in the United 
States, so devoted humanists should bring to the attention of the 
ACLS the problems which occur to them, thus using the ACLS for 
the purpose for which it was designed. The ACLS is an essential 
service agency for the humanities. Enterprising humanists know 
that if the ACLS did not exist in American life it would have to 
be created. But it does exist and it should be used. 


FINANCIAL SUPPORT 


During the thirty years of its existence the ACLS has had no 
endowment to finance its operations. The amount which the con- 
stituent learned societies have been able to contribute is minute. 
The principal support of the ACLS has been provided by a very 
small number of charitable and educational foundations which 
have recognized the strategic role of the ACLS in the encourage- 
ment of the humanities and have rendered loyal assistance in 
aiding ACLS programs. During the war years large sums were 
given by the Government to aid programs which were directly 
associated with the war, but Government contributions to the 
work of the humanities, except for international cultural exchange, 
have largely ceased. The humanities in America require far more 
financial support than they have received, and the ACLS recognizes 
its responsibility to demonstrate this need and to endeavor to 
secure funds which are sorely needed if the humanities are to 
serve man when his whole being is crying out for a means of 
restoring his faith in the goodness of man. 


THE HUMANISTS’ SUPPORT OF THE HUMANITIES 


The primary responsibility for the support of the humanities 
always rests with humanists themselves. If modern man is to 
keep his nerve in the face of present problems and not to fall 
heir to all the ills of psychological insecurity which beset him, 
he must acquire a deeper understanding of man’s life than that 
offered by the strictly contemporaneous and “‘practical’’ orienta- 
tionso commontoday. Humanists who have come to know something 
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of humanity’s past experience face a special responsibility, and 
also an opportunity, to demonstrate the relevance of their learning 
to the enduring problems which all living men face. To achieve 
this end, humanists will have to bring forth the highest order of 
intellectual analysis and the keenest of imaginative insight. 
This task calls not for the isolated contribution of a genius, but 
for the coordinated effort of many individuals who sense that they 
have a common end. If the ACLS is to be effective in its efforts 
to encourage the humanities, it must be ready to help humanists 
persuade Everyman to be something of a humanist himself. Only 
when they have succeeded in this will humanists easily find 
assistance for their work; only then will Everyman be willing to 
pay the ‘‘price’’ for the maintenance of the humanities in modern 


life. 


ACLS NEWSLETTER 


To inform persons interested in the development of 
the humanities in the United States of the program and 
activities of the ACLS this Newsletter will be issued 
several times a year. Recipients of the ACLS News- 
letter are asked to circulate it among their colleagues. 
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ACLS STAFF ADVISER ON PUBLICATIONS 


The ACLS has long shown concern for the financial difficulties 
involved in publishing scholarly works which can be sold only in 
limited numbers. From 1935 to 1948 it was able to secure funds 
for a regular program of grants-in-aid of publication which made 
possible the appearance of a large number of books in a wide 
variety of humanistic subjects. Unfortunately, because of rising 
costs, the difficulties of scholarly publishing have increased at 
the same time that it has proved more difficult to raise funds for 
subsidizing publication in the humanities. A thorough and critical 
analysis of the whole process of scholarly publishing is clearly 
indicated. 

Fortunately, it has been possible for the ACLS to undertake 
such an analysis. This work would be impossible of accomplish- 
ment without the assistance of an expert in publication problems. 
In this respect the ACLS has been fortunate in securing the serv- 
ices of Mr. Henry M. Silver who, after graduation from Yale in 
1926 and two years of study and travel in the United States and 
Europe, began in 1931 a long association with the Columbia 
University Press. From 1937 to 1940 he was in charge of pro- 
duction of their journals, and in 1940 he became first manager of 
of the King’s Crown Press which he had conceived as an agency 
for the more economical publication of scholarly monographs. 
From 1942 to 1945 he was on leave for war service in the Army 
and in the OWI. In the fall of 1948 he made, for the Rockefeller 
Foundation, a special study of the latest technological devices 
in printing. | 

In Januaty 1949 Mr. Silver became ACLS Staff Adviser on 
Publications with an office at 425 West 117th Street, New York 
27, N. Y. The article which follows is the first of a series con- 
cerning publication which will appear in the ACLS Newsletter. 
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PROBLEMS OF PUBLISHING 
| 
By HENRY M. SILVER 


One of the acute problems of original research is proper dis- 
tribution of the results of that research. In the humanities this 
problem is heightened by the fact that humanists express ideas 
in words rather than symbols, and expect their words to be pre- 
sented with style. They are accustomed to valuing the means of 
communication as well as the ends, and seek to satisfy the 
aesthetic in addition to the functional factors. Desirable as this 
attitude might be, it is being seriously undermined by the very 
high printing costs which are not solely the result of inflationary 
conditions but are to a large extent the result of trends within 
the printing industry itself. The net effect is that specialized 
scholarship is finding it difficult to meet the printcc’s bill, and 
resources which might be used for other worthy activities are 
being applied to keeping a periodical, or a monograph series, 
alive. There is some danger that even these heroic efforts may 
not be sufficient as available funds prove insufficient to carry 
the load. 

The problem of scholarly publishing is almost wholly a quanti- 
tative one. There are few technical puzzles which the printing 
industry cannot, at a price, solve. The basic difficulty is simply 
that while the second copy of a book may cost a dollar, the first 
may cost a thousand or more. Of that thousand perhaps nine 
hundred will represent the cost of setting type. Were we to run 
ten thousand copies from that type, the pro-rata charge against 
each book would be nine cents. But were we to run only five 
hundred (much more likely) the cost is one dollar eighty cents 
per book. 

The number 2,500 has been selected as a ‘“‘subsidy point’’ 
largely because it is in the general area of the number of sales 
which will enable a university press to break even with its costs 
on theless complicated books. Under that point, and increasingly 
as the quantity falls off, financial expenses for a scholarly book 
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printed by traditional methods will not be recovered from opera- 
tions. It is the area in which first cost towers over all other 
costs. However, due to the limited demand of most scholarly 
publications at any given price, the economic factor in special- 
ized scholarly books should be solved with an eye to aesthetics 
rather than the aesthetic with an eye to quantity. 

Several approaches to the problem can be used. Their common 
basis isthe availability of pertinent information, which to be most 
useful should be presented in terms as free as possible of 
technical jargon. The hard-working scholar, straddling simul- 
taneously both research and teaching, cannot be expected to 
familiarize himself with all the intricacies of the printing craft. 
An understanding of what the printer does with ease, and what 
with difficulty, as well as a working knowledge of printing 
technics seem especially essential since there are signs that 
the printing craft, unchanged for centuries except in degree of 
mechanization, is being invaded by new technics drawn from the 
fields of electronics and optics. Some of the resulting machines 
are too complicated and costly for scholarly purposes, but others 
will be of stout worth. Probably none of them can be used im- 
mediately, both because of the special demands of scholarly 
printing and because budget limitations prevent us from trying 
out untested devices. 

In any case such information should be furnished, and the 
providing of such information will be a major part of the ACLS 
printing advisory program. Yet, since most of us will continue 
to depend on traditional printing methods, an even larger part of 
our program will be dealing with the currently available rather 
than proclaiming future possibilities. 

Our intention is to proceed along dual lines: under the subsidy 
point (2,500) the ACLS will make every effort to support and make 
more available all promising newer printing technics which attack 
first cost without unduly sacrificing quality. This will take the 
form of cooperating with the manufacturer, assisting and advising 
printers, and informing scholars. Since our demands for special 
types are insistent, and cover a wide range, and since we are a 
small market, the fulfillment of the program will take time. Above 
the subsidy point our effort will be to assist the editors of 
periodicals to use their printing dollar more gainfully along 
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established lines. Printers agree that in almost all cases the 
periodicals they print are not produced as efficiently as pos- 
sible. This matter is now being studied extensively. 

The ACLS will attempt to provide pertinent information not 
only to editors and publishers but also to the generality of 
scholars. The ACLS realizes that it is now essential for the 
scholar to become better acquainted with the economics and 
mechanics of the printing industry, both present and future. 
This can be accomplished in part through the graduate school. A 
letter was recently sent to the graduate deans of all universities 
within the American Association of Universities, asking what 
efforts are being made to acquaint graduate students with these 
matters. Replies which have been received to date indicate that 
at present little is required and there is general agreement that 
this should be investigated. This inquiry will be pushed, and the 
results, together with recommendations, published. 

Since correspondence cannot take the place of direct conversa- 
tions, the adviser on publications intends to do as much travelling 
as possible, not merely to talk with editors and administrators, 
but to meet professors interested in these problems, the directors 
of the university presses, and the printers who specialize in 
scholarly work. These printers can contribute a good deal to our 
general ends if they are encouraged to do so. Specifications for 
printing, as well as methods of procedure, sometimes outlive not 


On May 11 there was published by the Associa- 
tion of American University Presses A Report on 
American University Presses, by Chester Kerr, based 
on a survey sponsored by the ACLS with a grant from 
the Rockefeller Foundation. 

A limited number of copies is available for free 
distribution to those who demonstrate a special interest 
in the problem of publication. Requests should be 
addressed to Mr. Donald Goodchild, ACLS Executive 
Offices. 
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so much their usefulness as their economic worth. Services 
once tossed in as makeweight now figure prominently in the 
printer’s bili, All parties to our common problem have much 
to contribute to each other. 

With the limited facilities in the office of the adviser on 
publications it is impossible to invite the submission of in- 
dividual manuscripts for consideration and analysis, nor is that 
necessary. Instead, an attempt will be made to provide specific 
examples of any new technics which appear worth-while, and 
to disseminate general information through a variety of channels. 
It is believed that through this procedure, although it is indirect, 
a large number of individual manuscripts will benefit more 
quickly. 


FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 


The new ACLS fellowship program, established in 1946, 
places particular emphasis upon interdisciplinary studies. For 
the most part these fellowships are predoctoral, but they are 
not necessarily restricted to aid in fulfilling requirements for 
the doctorate. Their primary purpose isto extend the basic equip- 
ment of those who wish to enter a career of scholarship and 
teaching in the humanities. 

In addition, the fellowship program this year will be enlarged 
to include a number of first-year graduate school appointments. 
Grantees are now being selected from candidates who will receive 
their bachelor’s degrees in 1949. Special attention is being paid 
to the needs of students from the smaller colleges which are not 
associated with the major graduate schools. Nominations for the 
year 1949-50 have already closed. 

A subsequent issue of the ACLS Newsletter will contain an 
extended discussion of the fellowship program. Inquiries con- 
cerning ACLS fellowships should be addressed to Mr. Donald 
Goodchild, Secretary for Fellowships and Grants, ACLS Executive 
Offices. 
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CURRENT FELLOWS AS OF MAY 1, 1949 
(not including awards for September 1949) 


Name of Fellow 


Deborah Bacon 
Richard T. Burgi 
George F. Chisholm 


Robert S. Cohen 
Mabel W. Collins 


William R. Dodge 
Kenneth Donahue 


Gray L. Dorsey 
William RB. Edgerton 


James Ferrell 
William J. Gedney 


Langdon B. Gilkey 


Klaus Goldschlag 


Adolf Grunbaum 
Simon O. Lesser 
Mary M. McLaughlin 


Rufus W. Mathewson Jr. 


Joseph A. Mazzeo 
Alan P. Merriam 
Genevieve Miller 
Harriet C. Mills 


Olga Scherer 
Stavro Skendi 
Charles J. Stanley 
Phoebe B. Stanton 


Toshio G. Tsukahira 
Edward K. Williams 


Place of Study Field 


Columbia 
Columbia 
Harvard 


Yale 
Radcliffe 
Wisconsin 
New York 

University 
Yale 


Columbia 


Columbia 
Bangkok 


Columbia & 
Union 
Theological 
Seminary 

Princeton 


Yale 
Columbia 
France 
Columbia 
Florence 
Northwestern 
Cornell 
Peiping 


Columbia 
Columbia 
Harvard 
London 


Harvard 
Cornell 


Comparative Literature 

Russian Literature 

Art History & Theory of 
Drawing 

Philosophy of Science 

English Literature 

Russian History & Language 


Italian Art History 

Philosophy of Law 

Russian Literature & 
Language 

Slavic Linguistics 

Siamese Literature & 
Language 


Religion & Philosophy 

Near East Literature & 
Languages 

Philosophy of Science 

Literary Criticism 

Medieval History 

Slavic Literature & Languages 

Italian Literature 

Anthropology & Music 

History of Science 

Chinese Literature & 
Language 

Polish Literature 

Slavic & Balkan History 

Far East History & Languages 

English Art History & 
Philosophy 

Far East History & Languages 

Literature & Philosophy 
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RUSSIAN PROGRAMS 


THE RUSSIAN TRANSLATION PROJECT OF THE ACLS, a pioneer and 
large-scale enterprise which is rendering a number of major 
Russian works into English, is now in its second year of publica- 
tion. The purpose of the Project is to make available to the 
American public significant volumes of contemporary Russian 
writings in the humanities and social sciences. Edited by W. 
Chapin Huntington, and aided by leading Slavic scholars in this 
country and in England, the Project presents translations of 
works, written by the Russians for Russian readers, in order to 
provide an insight into modern Russian thought. 

The first two works in this series, which is being published 
by The MacMillan Company, are Tolstoy As | Knew Him ($5.00), 
by Tatyana Kuzminsxaya and The Law of the Soviet State 
($15.00), by Andrei Vyshinsky. On April 15 N. K. Gudzy’s The 
History of Early Russian Literature ($10.00) was published as 
the third in the series. This historical survey of old Russian 
literature from the eleventh through the seventeenth century 
serves as an anthology as well as a literary history of this 
little known period. 

The next volume to appear will be the Economic Geography of 
the USSR, by S. S. Balzac, which is tentatively scheduled for 
publication on August 2, 1949. The publication of L. S. Berg’s 
Natural Regions of the USSR is scheduled for November 22. 

It is expected that eventually the entire list will comprise 
twenty-four titles. 

Copies of the above-mentioned books are available at book- 
stores throughout the country. 

In addition to the Russian Translation Project the ACLS has 
also developed the CURRENT SOVIET THOUGHT SERIES which contains 
contemporary items of considerable interest for an understanding 
of current developments in Soviet Russia. The following have 
appeared: 

Golyakov, The Role of the Soviet Court ($1.00) 

Aleksandrov, The Pattern of Soviet Democracy ($1.00) 

Kovalyov, Ideological Conflicts in Soviet Russia ($1.00) 
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Varga, Soviet Views on the Postwar World Economy ($3.00) 
Voznesensky, The Economy of the USSR During World War I] 
($3.00) 
Mendelson, Soviet Interpretation of Contemporary American 
Literature ($1.00) 
Egolin, The Ideological Content of Soviet Literature ($1.00) 
Book Publishing in Soviet Russia ($1.00) 
Additional titles will appear in the coming months. The Current 
Soviet Thought Series is published by the Public Affairs Press, 
Washington, D. C. 


* * * 


To facilitate the procurement of Slavic materials which have 
been difficult to secure in the United States, the ACLS has con- 
ducted the RUSSIAN REPRINT PROGRAM intended to sponsor publica- 
tion by photo-offset of a number of basic works in the Russian 
language. The following titles are available through J. W. 
Edwards, Publishers, Ann Arbor, Michigan: 

Ushakov, Tolkovyi slovar’ russkogo iazyka ($29.00) 

Alexandrov, Politicheskii slovar’ ($5.50) 

Kliuchevskii, Kurs russkoi istorii ($19.50) 

Gollerbakh, /storiia graviury i litografii v rossii ($5.75) 

Ovsianiko-Kulikovskii, /storiia russkoi literatury XIX vieka 

($32.00) 

Skachkov, Bibliografiya kitaya ($5.80) 

Literaturnaya entsiklopedia ($50.00) 

The following two titles are available through Universal Press, 
Baltimore, Maryland: 

USSR Supplement to the Great Soviet Encyclopedia ($14.00) 

Slovar’-spravochnik po sotsial ’no-ekonomicheskoi statistike 

($3.50) 


* * * 


Because scholars, journalists, and others had for long found it 
difficult or impossible to obtain current literature from the Soviet 
Union, particularly in English translation, the Joint Committee on 


Slavic Studies (ACLS and SSRC), beginning February 1, 1949, 
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has had published a weekly CURRENT DIGEST OF THE SOVIET PRESS. 

The issues of the Current Digest, which average approximately 
70,000 words a number, contain partial and complete translations, 
condensations and summaries, from Soviet newspapers and maga- 
zines, selected and presented, without editorial comment, to 
provide as comprehensive as possible a presentation of contem- 
porary events and Soviet thought and opinion in the fields of 
politics, industry, transportation, literature and art, law, economics, 
political science, agriculture, labor, history, philosophy, and 
religion. The two most important Soviet newspapers, Pravda and 
Izvestia, come to the Current Digest by airmail, and their con- 
tents, translated or paraphrased into English, usually appear in 
the Current Digest within three weeks of their publication in 
Moscow. 

In addition, the Current Digest contains selections from twelve 
other Soviet newspapers and from nearly thirty magazines and 
other current publications. Further information about the Current 
Digest, and subscription rates, may be had by writing Current 
Digest of the Soviet Press, 1219 Sixteenth Street, N. W., Washington 
6, D.C. 


AN INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR 
PHILOSOPHY AND HUMANISTIC STUDIES 


The International Council for Philosophy and Humanistic 
Studies (Conseil internationale de la Philosophie et des Sciences 
humaines), created by the prompting and aid of UNESCO, held its 
first constituent meeting in Brussels, January 18-21, 1949. In 
organization and objectives the ICPHS is comparable to the long 
established International Council of Scientific Unions. In general 
terms the purposes of the ICPHS are: to maintain and strengthen 
contacts between member-organizations; to promote the exchange 
of information regarding publication and research and related 
disciplinary activities; and the furtherance of international co- 
operation by means of conferences, round-table, and other accepted 
devices for the promotion of common goals. 


Although the original membership of the ICPHS was drawn 
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primarily from the humanities its delegates were sympathetic 
towards the admission of international bodies in the social 
sciences, particularly in the event no parallel council in the 
social sciences is formed. Present constituents of the ICPHS 
are the International Union of Academies (UAI), the International 
Federation of Philosophic Societies, the Permanent International 
Committee of Linguists, the International Committee on Historical 
Sciences, the International Commission on Folk Arts and Folklore, 
and the International Federation of Societies for Classical 
Studies. 

The most direct participation by the ACLS in the work of the 
ICPHS will be through the UAI of which the ACLS is the American 
member. The UAI appointed William Berrien, one of its ACLS 
delegates, to attend the January meeting of the ICPHS, where he 
was named to the Standing Committee, the governing body of the 
ICPHS between meetings of the full Council. 


NOTES ON THE EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


The present Executive Director of the ACLS, Dr. Charles E. 
Odegaard, assumed office in September 1948, succeeding Dr. 
Cornelius Krusé who served as Executive Director from September 
1947 to September 1948. Dr. Krusé resigned to return to his 
teaching position as Professor of Philosophy at Wesleyan 
University. 

Dr. Waldo G. Leland, who retired as Director and became 
Director Emeritus in October 1946, is serving as Vice-Chairman 
of the U. S. National Commission for UNESCO and Chairman of 
its Committee on the UNESCO Program. He attended the Third 
Session of the General Conference of UNESCO in Beirut in 
November-December 1948 as one of the titular delegates of the 
United States. He has recently been appointed Consultant in the 
History of International Intellectual Relations in the Library of 
Congress and is at present engaged in writing a history of UNESCO. 

Dr. Richard H. Shryock, who served as Acting Executive 
Director from October 1946 through August 1947 on leave of 
absence from his post as Professor of History at the University 
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of Pennsylvania, returned to that University in September 1947. 
On July 1, 1949 Dr. Shryock will become William H. Welch Pro- 
fessor of Medical History and Director of the Institute of Medical 
History in the School of Medicine, The Johns Hopkins University. 

Mortimer Graves, Administrative Secretary of the ACLS, is 
expected to return to the United States in June after six months 
in Turkey, Lebanon, Syria, and Egypt. The major purpose of his 
travels has been to investigate at first hand the status of scholar- 
ship in the Near East and of resources which may be used for the 
further development of the study of the Near East. The experience 
and information gained by Mr. Graves will be put at the service of 
the ACLS Committee on Near Eastern Studies for programs designed 
to enlarge our knowledge and understanding of that area. 


A NEW TECHNIQUE IN PRINTING 


This issue of the ACLS Newsletter was composed 
entirely ona typewriter composing machine, the Coxhead 
Composing Machine, Model DSJ, by McGregor & Werner, 
Inc., of Washington, D. C. The text is composed in 10 
point Bodoni Book Style, 2 point leaded. Headings for 
articles|andthe contents are composed in 10 point Sans 
Serif Medium Style. Printing was by the offset method. 
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THE COUNCIL 


The Council of the ACLS consists of the Officers, Board of 
Directors, Delegates of Constituent Societies and 
Members-at-large. 


DELEGATES OF CONSTITUENT SOCIETIES 
(Societies are listed in order of foundation) 


American Philosophical Society: Gilbert Chinard, Princeton University 

American Academy of Arts and Sciences: Howard Mumford Jones, 
Harvard University 

American Antiquarian Society: Clifford K. Shipton, Worcester, Mass. 

American Oriental Society: W. Norman Brown, University of Penn- 
sylvania ; 

American Numismatic Society: Alfred R. Bellinger, Yale University 

American Philological Association: B. L. Ullman, University of North 
Carolina 

Archaeological Institute of America: Hugh Hencken, Harvard University 

Society of Biblical Literature and Exegesis: Henry J. Cadbury, Harvard 
University 

Modern Language Association of America: Sturgis E. Leavitt,’ Uni- 
versity of North Carolina 

American Historical Association: Joseph R. Strayer,’ Princeton Uni- 
versity 

American E ic Association: Frank H. Knight, University of Chicago 

American Folklore Society: A. Irving Hallowell, University of Penn- 
sylvania 

American Philosophical Association: Glenn R. Morrow, University of 
Pennsylvania 

American Anthropological Association: Ralph Linton, Yale University 

American Political Science Association: F. A. Ogg, University of 
Wisconsin 

Bibliographical Society of America: H. M. Lydenberg, 118 East Avon- 
dale, Greensboro, N. Car. 

Association of American Geographers: Chauncy D. Harris, University 
of Chicago 

American Sociological Society: R. M. Maclver, Columbia University 

American Society of International Law: Amos J. Peaslee, Clarksboro, 
N. J 


College Art Association of America: Sumner McK. Crosby, Yale Uni- 
versity 
History of Science Society: Alexander Pogo, Harvard University 
Linguistic Society of America: W. Freeman Twaddell, Brown University 
Mediaeval Academy of America: B. J. Whiting, Harvard University 
ember of the Board of Directors 


MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 


John Nicholas Brown, 50 Main St., Providence, R. I. 

Cyrus S. Eaton, Terminal Tower, Cleveland 13, Ohio 

Luther H. Evans, Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. 
Arthur A. Houghton, Jr., 718 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
Alfred A. Knopf, 501 Madison Avenue, New York City 

Peter Odegard, University of California, Berkeley, Calif. 
Lessing J. Rosenwald, Jenkintown, Pa. 

Louis B. Wright, Folger Shakespeare Library, Washington, D. C. 
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